CHAPTER   IV
THE  PASSING  OF  THE
PROLETARIAT
WHAT did Marx mean by cthe destruction of capitalist
society' which he prophesied that the proletariat
would accomplish?
The answer to this question is not quite simple:
because there is more than one answer, each corre-
sponding to a different element, or aspect, of the
complex thing which capitalism was, even in Marx's
youthful days. If capitalism was regarded as a purely
economic system, then destroying capitalist society
meant the destruction of that property-right by which
the working man was forbidden his creative access
to the instruments of production on any save the
owner's terms. If capitalism was regarded as a system
of human relations, then destroying capitalist society
meant the destruction of the institution of property
without human obligations. These two answers do
not conflict with one another: the former corresponds
to capitalism as a relation of production, the other
to capitalism as a social or human relation. And
capitalism was both, I say fiwas5; because this
capitalism, of which Marx, by his insight, saw the
industrial proletariat to be the destined destroyer, no
longer exists. That is not to say that capitalism has
been destroyed; but that there are plenty of stages
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